Crafting a
Future
A complete restoration and a
surprise discovery in the roof made
this Surrey Arts and Crafts house an
involved and challenging labour of
love...
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AT HOME
Frank and Tamara live in a five-bedroom 1930s
Arts and Crafts house in the Surrey countryside.
Frank works in finance and the couple share
their home with Yasna, a West Highland White
Terrier. Tamara’s passion is gardening and
admits that she is happiest outdoors in the
sunshine enjoying their garden.

When newlyweds Frank and Tamara
Reutter finally moved into their historic
Arts and Crafts home in 2008, the result
was that of exquisite craftsmanship,
thoughtful and sympathetic interior
design and, above all, a stunning house
in which to begin their future together.
Three years earlier, however, the
situation was very different for Frank.
The house was built in 1936 and Frank
bought it in 2005. He and Tamara had
not yet met at this point. He had been
drawn to it for a number of reasons.
“The gardens were the big attraction
and I liked the style of the property,”
he recalls. “It is in a good location –

out in the country but within an hour’s
commute of London, where I work as
a financial adviser.” Also, unlike many
of the other Arts and Crafts houses in
the area, it is built of bricks, tiles and
wooden beams, in the classic Lutyens
style, rather than clad in the ubiquitous
pebbledash.
Over the years, an extension and a small
conservatory had been added, creating
a hotch-potch of styles and lots of small,
closed-off rooms that failed to flow
through.

The kitchen features a vast island in the centre, with
an extra hob complete with hidden extractor fan. The
bespoke units were made by Halstock of Yeovil and the
curvy woven bar stools are by Vincent Sheppard.

In the radiant dining room, the wallpaper and
Roman blind are in Nureyev by Zoffany. The
dining chairs are covered in a striped fabric
form the Montague collection by GP & J Baker.

There was also a 1970s-style snooker
hall above the garage, which Frank
immediately turned into a onebedroomed flat where he lived
throughout the renovations.
At first, he thought the house just
required updating but soon realised he
was undertaking a massive renovation
job. Frank is American and top of his
wish list was for the house to have a
feeling of space. He interviewed seven
architects before finding one who really
understood.
“Ian Adam-Smith of Fine Town &
Country House Commissions was head
and shoulders above anybody else,”
says Frank. “He was really focused and
paid great attention to detail. We sat
down on 17 July 2006 and a year to the
day, work started. It took that year to
get planning permission and find the
right builders.”
The builders began at the side entrance
and worked their way through the
house, coming across the odd nasty
surprise as they went. The back of
the house, it turned out, rested on a
steel beam – but only half an inch of
brickwork was actually on the beam,
the rest had missed it. “It was a wonder
the whole lot hadn’t come down,” says
Frank. This was not to be the most
shocking discovery, however.
Soon after the beam incident, the
builders spotted a bat when ripping
out the ceiling in the master bedroom.
Unbeknownst to Frank, he had
inherited a small colony of bats.
All bat species and their roosts are

legally protected under both UK and
international law and it is a crime to
kill or injure a bat or destroy its home.
Luckily, Frank’s builders knew to ring
Defra (Department for Environment,
Food & Rural Affairs) and were told to
get a bat survey which would have to be
paid for by the homeowner.
Without this survey there was no chance
of Frank getting the licence that would
allow work to resume in a way that
would not affect the bats. “I called out a
specialist, a man I dubbed Batman One,
to do the survey,” remembers Frank.
“He read the riot act and said ‘All work
stops now and nothing can happen on
this site for a year.’ I started to panic.
Apparently we had pipistrelles and
brown long-eared bats up there.”
“I then went to a second bat specialist
who was more flexible, but we still lost
a month’s work. The total cost of the

West Highland White Terrier, Yasna, which
means ‘white rose’ in Arabic, is lucky enough to
have a cosy bed in every room of the house.

Creams, greens and burgundy make up the
colour palette in the sitting room, with sofas
from Overbury Interiors and a Mulberry
ottoman covered in Astor devore velvet.

Beautifully grained light oak panelling, made
by Parker & Highland Joinery, is prominent
throughout the house, and the barleytwist
carving detail on the bookshelves in the sitting
room echoes the design on the bannister.

specialists, at £50 per hour, plus three
surveys – one before and one after
building work was completed, and
one two years later which showed the
number of bats had increased – was
around £25,000. My advice to anybody
is, have a bat survey in advance of any
work being carried out, then you can get
your licence and work around them.”

“I called in a bat specialist to do
the survey. He said, ‘All work
stops now for a year.’ I started
to panic. Apparently we had
pipistrelles and long-eared bats
up there”

The renovations, which included a
timber-framed gym/sauna and a twocar garage, were finished in November
2008, but they did not come cheap.
Although Frank would recoup his
money if he sold the house now, they
cost around £2 million, which was
more than the original purchase price.
“I made a decision to do it right and to
concentrate on quality,” he says. “the
goal wasn’t to build a big mansion.
I wanted to make this a warm,

comfortable home – not so much grand
as somewhere good to live.”
Now everything is connected and the
property flows seamlessly. The kitchen
is where the dining room (originally a
garage) once was and opens into a new
dining room. Across the formal hall
is Frank’s office – which looks straight

through the length of the house – an
area that is flooded with light from the
huge, arched window on the stairs. The
large, airy sitting room behind opens
onto the patio and garden. Upstairs are
five bedrooms, two en suite, plus two
more bathrooms – a family bath and
shower room.
The attention to detail in the house is
laudable. All the woodwork, by Parker
& Highland Joinery – whose meticulous
work deeply impressed Frank – is pale,
polished oak. The heavy doors are
pegged together, the wood panelling
sleek and smooth and the banisters
carved in a traditional barley-twist style.

“If you have a good designer, let
them take you a little outside
your boundaries”

The kitchen, complete with an imposing
double Aga, was made by Halstock,
a high-end, bespoke cabinet maker
from Yeovil in Somerset, and features
some clever gadgetry, such as the burr
oak ‘drawer’ that rotates to reveal two
sockets. The curved corner units,
painted in a subtle putty shade, are an
interesting take on the usual square-cut
cabinets.

In another bright corner of the hall, a striking wing back armchair is covered in a vibrant striped
velvet called Figaro by Zoffany.

In the hall, a reproduction Art Deco Fishtail
console table, with matching gold-edged mirror
and lamp, are all from Porta Romana.

Once the structural work was complete,
Adam-Smith introduced Patti MoneyCoutts of Overbury Interiors to
mastermind the decorating scheme. “I
talked about what I liked and didn’t
like and she was good at sensing
where to go with it,” says Frank. “Like
me, she’s American and I learned to
trust her judgement, although I was
sceptical at first. I didn’t like the grey
she recommended for the kitchen
cabinets, for instance, but it has a really
nice, subtle feel to it. I couldn’t have
decorated this house without her. If
you have a good designer, let them take
you outside your boundaries.”
Inheriting a blank canvas, MoneyCoutts says her brief was to create a
lovely, traditional English home without
frills or clutter.
“I came into a
gorgeously-designed shell which was a
joy to decorate,” she says.

The Arts and Crafts theme continues in the bedroom with a wooden headboard with integrated
storage and a classic Bestlite lamp, the design dating back to the 1930s

Apart from the dining room, the entire
house has been decorated in mellow,
pale shades that work well with the
light oak woodwork. “Patti persuaded
me to go a bit wild in the dining room
and that the glowing colours would
make a statement. I had reservations
but I really like it now,” says Frank.
In a whirlwind romance, Frank and
Tamara met and married in 2008. She
moved in when the house was finished,
in time for their first Christmas
together, and has spent the last two
years landscaping the garden, which
now features a Lutyens bench, rockery
and waterfall.
In a guest bedroom, a large floral print bedlinen from Sanderson adds interest to a neutral, but
warm, cream and yellow palette.

Tamara’s love of fresh flowers is evident
throughout the house, with a beautifully
arranged vase in every room.

Shimmering copper-coloured mosaic tiles
contrast the pale limestone conical basin in the
downstairs cloakroom. A similar sink can be
found at CP Hart.

“This is where I choose to spend my
time,” says Tamara. “I am a flower
person and when the weather is fine I
can be out here most of the day.”

The Lutyens-style Arts and Crafts house is testament to the Reutters faithful restoration to the
period in which it was built. It has been sensitively and painstakingly revitalised.
Tamara has spent the last two years landscaping the garden, that now features a Lutyens bench,
rockery and waterfall

Meanwhile, the house is a work in
progress. “I’m still searching for the
perfect light for the stairwell,” adds
Frank. “But the one thing I won’t be
doing is a loft conversion. I can never
do anything in the loft, ever – it belongs
to the bats! I can laugh about it now.”
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